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NORTH BAY WATER DISTRICT
22950 Broadway, Sonoma, CA.  95476
Board of Directors

Mike Mulas, Chair (Sonoma Valley): Craig Jacobsen, Vice Chair (Sonoma Valley); Matthew Stornetta, Treasurer (Sonoma Valley); Carolyn Wasem, Secretary (Petaluma Valley); Mike Sangiacomo (Sonoma Valley)

SGMA Compliance Advisor: Mike Martini
Compliance/Website Advisor: GinaLisa Tamayo 
PVGSA Advisor: Eugene Camozzi


MEETING MINUTES
Date: March 10, 2026
TIME: 4:00pm

Location: 22950 Broadway, Schell-Vista Station #1 Sonoma CA 95476 
and 2531 Grace Drive, Santa Rosa, Ca 95404
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The meeting was called to order at 4:20 pm.  Chair Mike Mulas, Craig Jacobsen, Steve Sangiacomo, and Carolyn Wasem (via Zoom) were present.    
     2.   CLOSED SESSION
No closed session 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD   Debbie Lammers of Glen Ellen, Rural Residential  

4. DISTRICT FUNDING NEEDS

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
Chair Mike Mulas requested approval of the February 2026 meeting minutes.
Motion: Director Craig Jacobsen
Second: Director Carolyn Wasem

The February 2026 Meeting Minutes were unanimously approved.

6. FINANCIAL REPORT
Chair Mulas reported that the NBWD account balance is $ 14,199.43
Chair Mulas requested approval of the February 2026 Financial Report.
Motion: Director Wasem
Second: Director Jacobsen

The February 2026 Financial Report was unanimously approved.

7. Fundraising Revenue Stream
Chair Mulas shared his concerns that there needs to be a fundraising mechanism in place to fund the ongoing efforts of NBWD. He suggested that the Farm Bureau may have more money coming in via the CTS Safe Harbor, but it would not be sufficient to cover long-term needs. 

Director Wasem asked, “What are the costs that the district needs to cover on an annual basis? “ 

Chair Mulas responded:
Streamline Fee (annually) $1600 
Elections (as required) $3,000 - $6,000
Website/Technical Fees (annually) $2400 
Legal Fees (annually) $1,500

Counselor Richard Idell shared that the last effort to fundraise for the district was approximately 5 years ago.

Chair Mulas responded that now, as was the case 5 years ago, without NBWD, agriculture would have no representation as the GSPs are implemented.

Counselor Idell volunteered to reach out to Sonoma Valley Vineyards and ask if there is interest in helping.

Advisor Mike Martini reported that he would discuss with members of SAVE re: an annual assessment to support the NBWD.  This assessment would apply to members of SAVE who are within the boundaries of one of the three GSAs in Sonoma County.  

Advisor Martini further reported that SAVE just cut the membership fees to accommodate the changes in the wine market.

8. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
Item 1.  Update from District Lawyer, Richard Idell
Counsel Idell shared that he had nothing to report.  However, he will present the Board with a Resolution for holding a Board election.

Item 2: Report of Director Mike Sangiacomo on Sonoma Valley GSA 
Director Mike Sangiacomo reported that the Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency last met on January 26. The next meeting will be held on March 30.

Although the GSA Board did not meet, the GSA staff held an agriculture outreach meeting. The information gathered from the outreach meetings will be used to formalize a volunteer program for agriculture users within areas of groundwater concern.   Staff, along with agriculture interests, is close to formalizing a volunteer program within the areas of concern. To address concerns of submitting unprotected data, there is a proposal for consideration that the Sonoma County Farm Bureau will collect and track data that details water use that potentially impacts basin areas of depression.  All data collected by the Farm Bureau would be aggregated to protect private data. There are still rural residential and commercial uses to solve for. 

Counselor Idell commented that the program appears to be lopsided in terms of who will participate. How can you have a meaningful reduction in use if all parties do not participate?   

Director Sangiacomo responded that the GSA and agriculture interests need to fully flush out cost and number of participants.   The question that needs to be answered: “Is what we put together good enough for the State?”  It is important to note that we are asking the entire basin to reduce groundwater use by15%. 

Counselor Idell responded that someone outside of the two impacted areas (areas or depression) may not have any appreciable impact and still committing to a 15% reduction.

Director Sangiacomo responded that the reduction is voluntary.   You can make management areas that can be managed differently.  The 15% reduction is just to show good faith. It is important to note that in many of those wells, a leveling off in depletion was noted. 

Item 3. Carolyn Wasem – Petaluma Valley GSA
Director Wasem reported that the Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency last met on January 22. The next meeting will be held March 26.
Nothing to report.

Item 4: Report of Advisor Jim Bundschu
Not present – position currently vacant.

Item 5: Report of Advisor Eugene Camozzi  
Advisor Eugene Camozzi reported that the last Petaluma Valley GSA Advisory Committee met on Feb. 25th.   Gary Nicholson, who represents the well industry is leaving the Advisory Committee. Staff shared that groundwater levels are up by 800+ feet throughout the Basin, except in the Stage Gulch area. There has been a big reduction in water use especially among agricultural users.  

In terms of the total sub-basin groundwater pumping use, the GSA calculated that users are pumping 2,700-acre feet annually.   If the decline continues, there will be an opportunity to get out of the GSA regulations.  That would require that the basin pumps no more than 2,500-acre feet annually.
  
Currently the basin has 11 monitoring wells that inform the GSA.  Additionally, individuals that agreed to utilize flow smart meters stand at seven (7). Advisor Camozzi concluded his comments by sharing that the Petaluma Valley basin is in good shape.  

Item 6: Report of Mike Martini, Technical Advisor
Alexander Valley Water District 
Advisor Mike Martini shared that progress as made with the County regarding implementation of AB 720.  The County went from a complicated, expensive process to a limited process.  After conversations with the County, agriculture representatives met with Assembly Member Chris Rogers, and he seemed happy with the progress.

Counselor Idell agreed that the County and agriculture landed on a plan that will work.   No application for an event will be required if you picnic under 20 people in the vineyards.   It is good.  It underscores the value of Supervisor Rabbitt.  The bad news is that David Rabbitt is not running for re-election.   Frankly, everyone is scrambling.   Tomorrow is the last day to file.  

Advisor Martini stated that the election for Rabbitt’s seat has moved up in priority.  Current declared candidates include Joanna Paun, Petaluma School Board.  John King is a perennial candidate. Another person being vetted is Sylvia Lemus, Cotati City Council. Pamela Torliatt’s name has also surfaced. In terms of Gore’s seat, Tom Schwedhelm has support from agriculture.

Counselor Idell shared that Nicolette Niman is challenging Congressman Huffman for his Congressional seat.       

Item 7: Report of GinaLisa Tamayo, Technical Advisor
Nothing to report

7. ADJOURNMENT
With no further business:
Motion to Adjourn: Director Wasem
Second: Director Jacobsen
The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.
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