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NORTH BAY WATER DISTRICT
22950 Broadway, Sonoma, CA.  95476
Board of Directors

Mike Mulas, Chair (Sonoma Valley): Craig Jacobsen, Vice Chair (Sonoma Valley); Matthew Stornetta, Treasurer (Sonoma Valley); Carolyn Wasem, Secretary (Petaluma Valley); Mike Sangiacomo (Sonoma Valley)

SGMA Compliance Advisor: Mike Martini
Compliance/Website Advisor: GinaLisa Tamayo 
PVGSA Advisor: Eugene Camozzi
SVGSA Advisor: Debbie Lammers 


MEETING MINUTES
Date: June 9, 2026
TIME: 4:00pm

Location: 22950 Broadway, Schell-Vista Station #1 Sonoma CA 95476 
and 2531 Grace Drive, Santa Rosa, Ca 95404
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The meeting was called to order at 4: 05 pm.  Chair Mike Mulas, Craig Jacobsen, and Steve Sangiacomo were present. Director Wasem attended via zoom.
     2.   CLOSED SESSION
No closed session 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
No Public Comment  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
Chair Mike Mulas requested approval of the May 2026 meeting minutes.
Motion: Director Craig Jacobsen 
Second: Director Mike Sangiacomo
The May 2026 Meeting Minutes were unanimously approved.

5. FINANCIAL REPORT
Chair Mulas reported that the NBWD account balance is $ 14,045.60
Chair Mulas requested approval of the May 2026 Financial Report.
Motion: Director Mike Sangiacomo
Second: Director Craig Jacobsen

The May 2026 Financial Report was unanimously approved.

6. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
Item 1.  Update from District Lawyer, Richard Idell
Press release was put on the website notifying the public of the elections.  A packet was received on the 1st of June. 
           
Item 2: Report of Director Mike Sangiacomo on Sonoma Valley GSA (SVGSA)  
Director Sangiacomo reported that the last meeting of the SVGSA was held on March 30th. The next meeting of the SVGSA will be held on June 22nd.  Director Sangiacomo is still working on the sub-committee re: monitoring groundwater use. The Farm Bureau has expressed interest in managing the program.  There were no dollars discussed with the Farm Bureau. 
  
Chair Mulas asked if anyone was pushing back on reductions and groundwater use reporting parameters?
Director Sangiacomo responded that there has not been any real push-back.  The program is voluntary.  The goal is to put together a packet for the State Water Board that demonstrates our efforts at addressing declining groundwater within areas of our basin. 
Director Jacobsen praised Director Sangiacomo’s efforts at encouraging agriculture to find solutions. 
Director Sangiacomo said it was getting tougher to get input with growing season fast approaching.   He asked Director Wasem about the fee structure adopted to support the Napa Valley GSA.
Director Wasem reported that the fees are as follows: 
 Agricultural Users:
· Base Rate: $38.58 per planted acre.
· Groundwater Irrigation Surcharge: An additional $60.16 per acre for acreage irrigated with groundwater.
· Combined Rate: $98.74 per planted acre for groundwater-irrigated acres. 
Self-Supplied Domestic Well Users: 
· $62.58 per parcel per year.
Public Water Systems: 
· $129.87 per acre-foot of groundwater pumped
Item 3: Report of Director Carolyn Wasem on Petaluma Valley GSA (PVGSA)
Director Wasem reported that the last Petaluma Valley GSA meeting was held on March 26th.   The next GSA meeting will be held on June 25th. 

Director Wasem suggested that there needs to be a program for fallowed lands that protects the land’s designation as agriculture for an extended period.   One program that the Ag Commissioner is supporting is ongoing and annual cultivation.  There needs to be consideration given to a program that required low maintenance that would qualify as an agriculture activity.   Planting natives and pollinator species habitat (self-reseeding) is one option. Demonstrating upland/water conservation is another option. We will discuss more at the next meeting as this is an effort that NBWD should lead. 

Item 4: Report of Advisor Debbie Lammers
Advisor Debbie Lammers reported that the last Sonoma Valley Advisory Committee meeting was held on May 19th.   The next meeting is scheduled for September 15th.  I do not have much to report.  At the May 19th meeting, staff discussed the revised water efficiency use report.    It is available on the Sonoma Valley GSA website for all to review.     
    
Director Sangiacomo asked if the staff provided any hard numbers?

Advisor Lammers reported that she did not get a chance to review.  It was reported at the meeting that the Advisory Committee will meet four times a year.  

Chair Mulas asked that as Advisor Lammers dig into the water efficiency use report that she report back to the NBWD Board at the next meeting.

Item 5: Report of Advisor Eugene Camozzi  
Not present.   

Item 6: Report of Mike Martini, Technical Advisor
Advisor Martini reported on two of the local Supervisor elections:
District 2 to replace David Rabbit
40 +% for Joanna Paun
           25+ % for Sylvia Lumus

District 2 to replace James Gore 
38% for Melanie Bagby 
31% for Tom Schwedhelm 

Todd Lands will have a hard time catching up.   As the mail in votes are counted they strongly lean progressive.  If Melanie and Joanna prevail - that would shift the board significantly left.   

Advisor Martini further noted that the current Board of Supervisors held a meeting to review a work plan to support ag. One of the priority topics being  removing vineyards with no need for a new permit for 10 years.

Martini also reported that attorney Peter Kiel forwarded a grand jury report for LAFCO and that it is worth a read.

Finally, and most importantly, the Alexander Valley Water District made its proposal to LAFCO and lost 4-2 as the Commissioners wanted a voter-based District, not a landowner District.   There are plans to appeal that decision on August 5th.  

Mark Hemmendinger on the LAFCO Commission will be replaced as well as Rich Holmer of the Sweetwater District who is leaving the Board.  If you know of anyone that is interested in putting their name in for a seat, it needs to be submitted by the middle of July.  

John Gorman from Sonoma County Resource Conservation District has put his name in for an open seat. 

Advisor Martini put his name in the running as an alternate for the public seat. 
     
Chair Mulas agreed that NBWD should look at adopting a service called an “On-farm Recharge and Water Conservation Program (program).  The program could cover cropping, pilot study for upland and water conservation, etc.  Water use pilot program from the PVGSA. Mike will forward the recommendation.    

Advisor Martini closed his comments by adding that at the Last LAFCO meeting – Executive Officer Bramfitt defended the quality of work by LAFCO. 

Item 7: Report of GinaLisa Tamayo, Technical Advisor
Advisor Tamayo shared that the Board members need to send information on the Board Roster as she needs to get that information to the County.  

Chair Mulas asked that Advisor Tamayo please forward the request to him.

7. ADJOURNMENT
With no further business:
Motion to Adjourn: Director Wasem
Second: Director Sangiacomo
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 PM.


[bookmark: _Hlk225934398]NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, July 14, 2026,   4:00 PM
Board meeting documents are available for review prior to the meeting at Schell-Vista Station, 22950 Broadway, Sonoma, CA. 
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